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Resilience

In the midst of a dangerous time for the world, our energy has been focused on navigating this 

great pivot in 2020; ensuring safety, trying to identify opportunities and addressing alternative 

ways to serve our constituency.  

Most children in the U.S. are participating in some form of online learning.  In this environment, 

what has bubbled to the surface for educators and parents is how effective music instruction 

is in this medium.  It’s interactive nature is three dimensional, actively engaging students in an 

otherwise one dimensional space.  Now more than ever we see the positive benefits of music 

as a form of exercise for the brain and fuel for the spirit. 

Rather than deliver an annual report for the previous year of which feels disconnected from 

the life we are currently living, we thought it more important to report to our advisors and 

supporters what we are doing right now to ensure as many children as possible have access 

to the benefits of music as part of their education.    

Resilience, positivity, and dedication endures.  We are pleased to share stories of this with 

you.  Thank you for your unwavering support of our efforts and for recognizing (because many 

of you with children have seen it with your own eyes) the value of music in children’s lives.

Suzanne D’Addario Brouder

D’Addario Foundation Director

Letter from the Director
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T h e  D ’A d d a r i o  Fo u n d ati o n  i s  a  u n i q u e  n o n - p rofit  g ra nt- m a k i n g 

organization providing monetary and product support to high-quality 

music instruction programs on the front line to improve access to 

music education. We support hundreds of programs that bring music 

back into communities and schools and get kids playing as early 

and as frequently as possible. The D’Addario Foundation believes in 

the transformative power of music and that mentoring and building 

communities through music can positively affect social change. 

Our Mission
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Music education has a trifecta of impacts; 
academic, social/emotional and communal.

Studies and data has shown conclusively that 
immersive music education programs could 
be the single, most e�ective way to engage 
students, build self-confidence and create 
community.

Why Music
Education?

Engaging students is incredibly challenging in 
the current environment.  Online learning 
allows for easy distraction.  Active music 
instruction e�ectively combats that 
challenge.  Music instruction has a universal 
ability to apply to children of all ages with 
adaptable curriculums, simple tools and 
naturally interactive opportunities.

The infusion of music instruction into 
everyday learning has the ability to enhance 
auditory and literary development.  And, 
literacy is a key indicator of economic 
success. 

engagement bu�ers declines in literacy 
performance observed in socioeconomically 
impoverished students

Music

has shown that poverty negatively 
influences brain function, resulting in 
less e cient, less consistent, "noisier" 
sound processing. Music training helps 
erase this poverty signature

Research

with music training have significantly 
stronger listening skills including the 
ability to perceive speech in noisy 
background, pay attention, and keep 
sounds in memory

Children

Our Purpose



Chicago Arts

T h a n ks  to  D ’Ad d a ri o  &  C o m p a ny  u n d e r w riti n g  a l l  of  o u r 
operating costs, 100% of every dollar  raised goes directly 
to support efforts to get kids involved in community music 
programs, acquire and maintain instruments, provide college 
scholarships, and support new innovations in music education. 

How We Operate
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Tom Szaky is the Founder and CEO 
of TerraCycle, a global leader in the 
collection and repurposing of otherwise 
non-recyclable post-consumer and post-
industrial waste. Across 23 countries, 
TerraCycle creates national platforms 
to recycle products and packaging that 
currently go to landfill or incineration, 
in collaboration with the world’s largest 
brands, retailers, and cities. Tom and 
TerraCycle have received over 200 social, 
environmental and business awards from 
a range of organizations including the 
United Nations, World Economic Forum, 
Forbes Magazine, Ernst & Young, and the 
Environmental Protection Agency.

Margaret Martin is a doctor of public 
health. She is the Founder of Harmony 
Project, a non-profit organization that 
engages, challenges and mentors under-
resourced children through music 5 
to 10 hours per week, year round. Now 
operating across multiple states, Harmony 
Project goes straight into low-income high 
crime neighborhoods, engages children in 
learning to play increasingly challenging 
music with one another and builds bands 
and orchestras with these children in their 
own neighborhoods after school hours, 
providing they remain enrolled in school.   
Dr. Martin speaks frequently throughout 
the country about how the power of music 
can be used to enable vulnerable children 
to close the literacy and achievement 
gaps and express themselves with dignity, 
power and grace.

Dahlia Ambach Caplin is an Award-winning 
music executive and celebrated recipient 
of Billboard’s 2019 Women in Music Award.   
As SVP of A&R at Verve Label Group (which 
includes legendary label impulse records, 
Verve Records, Verve Forecast, among 
others) she has most recently signed 
Grammy nominated Jon Batiste, Tank 
and the Bangas, Cynthia Erivo, Brandee 
Younger, saxophonist Shabaka Hutchings 
and his groups Sons of Kemet and Shabaka 
& the Ancestors, the band The Comet Is 
Coming, among many others.  Dahlia also 
executive produced the 2008 Grammy 
winning Album of the Year by Herbie 
Hancock, River: The Joni Letters.

Board of Advisors
Mark Nuccio

Sarah King

Snake Sabo 

Lou Carlozo

Amy D’Addario attended The 
Tisch School of Arts, Dramatic 
Writing Program at NYU, where 
she earned her BA and MFA . 
She built an impressive career 
in film and television, working 
with both major film studios 
and TV networks, including 
Disney, Spyglass Entertainment, 
Paramount and CBS and NBC, 
as well as independent film 
companies including Anonymous 
Content and Indigent Films. In the 
Fall of 2010, Amy joined D’Addario 
and Company and spearheaded 
the rebranding and reinvention 
of the company’s approach to 
marketing as Director of Brand 
until 2018.

Doron Ofir is the Television 
Executive Producer of #RichKids 
of Beverly Hills (E!), F in Fabulous 
(BET), and the original casting 
director of more than 120 reality 
productions, from American Idol 
to RuPaul’s Drag Race, Millionaire 
Matchmaker to Jersey Shore. 
He is one of the first in the world 
of entertainment to create fully 
functioning brick-and-mortar 
talent-integration casting 
and development companies. 
Doron Ofir Casting, a division of 
Popular Productions, Inc., is an 
independent casting company 
that is inspired by and directly 
contributes to the world of 
pop culture.

John D’Addario Jr., Co-Founder and President, has dedicated his life to supporting 
music education and has held a leadership role in the industry for over 50 years. 
He represents the eighth generation of D’Addario musical craftsmen, and the third 
in the US. He has overseen the Foundation as its mission broadened to inspire and 
advance music appreciation in underserved communities by supporting educational 
programs. John also helped develop the guitar program at Midori and Friends in 
New York City that now serves thousands of inner-city children.

Janet D’Addario, a lover of all things music 
from a very early age, studied piano and taught 
herself to play guitar in high school. In 1981, 
she and her husband Jim, and brother-in-law 
John, founded the D’Addario Foundation and 
began sponsoring young classical guitarists 
in a series called “Debuts and Premieres” at 
Merkin Concert Hall in NYC. Mrs. D’Addario 
is also the President of the Board of Directors 
for Providence House, Inc., a non-profit 
organization that helps support homeless, 
abused and/or formerly incarcerated women 
and their children in eleven shelters in Queens, 
Brooklyn and the Bronx. 

Jonathan Turitz is the Chief Marketing Officer for D’Addario & Company, Inc. 
In his role, Jonathan manages a team of over 50 creative, strategic and digital 
specialists. Formerly a partner at VSA Partners, one of the country’s leading 
brand and marketing firms, Jonathan began his career as a copywriter, eventually 
rising to the position of SVP/Creative Director at Leo Burnett, where he managed 
a host of clients, including Hallmark, McDonald’s, Morgan Stanley and P&G. For 
his work, Jonathan has garnered numerous industry awards including Clio’s, 
Andy’s, Effie’s, and Cannes Lions.

Josh Lohrius named one of the industry’s 
“Innovator 25” by the Holmes Report in 2014, 
has served as the developer and keeper 
of Olson Engage’s planning and creative 
process since the day it opened its doors 
(as Dig Communications) in 2004. As Olson 
Engage’s Executive Creative Director, Josh 
provides strategic and creative direction 
across a client roster that includes blue-chip 
accounts from marketers such as MillerCoors, 
Wrigley, Kraft Foods, GoPro and McDonald’s. 
He attributes much of Dig/Olson’s success 
what he considers to be a very Chicago-style 
approach to marketing: be bold, be authentic, 
and don’t be like anybody else.

Board of Directors
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At the D’Addario Foundation, we are not the champions. Our 

job is to find the champions. We support focused teams deeply 

trusted by the communities they serve executing immersive 

a n d  e n d u r i n g  m u s i c  e d u c at i o n  a n d  yo u th  d eve l o p m e nt 

programs.  We provide services, resources (instruments and 

acces sories),  and development oppor tunities constantly.  

We are committed to leveraging our experience as longtime 

music education advocates in order to extend the impact & 

sustainabil it y of the programs we suppor t .  Th e deep an d 

p erso n a l pa r t n ers h i p s we c u lt ivate wit h ou r g ra ntees 

i s wh at d i st i n g u i s h es u s fro m t yp i c a l g ra nt- m a kers . 

Grant Making

Project STEP



16 17

 

College Enrollment 
Students in our partner programs are applying 

to college in record numbers

What We Give 
Financial and in-kind product grants annually

Duration 
Partner programs engage students for as 

long as possible in their education

Where We Give 
Programs are supported in US cities with some of the highest poverty rates

Graduation Rates 
96% of students in our best programs graduate high school 

in areas where the graduation rate hovers at 50%

Our Partner
Programs

• Fulfil a need in their         	
   community

• Are free or affordable

• Provide frequent & robust           	
   instrument instruction

• Implement mentorship                                                                 	
   models

• Have innovative leadership

• Maintain sound budgets

250,000+
Students Served

Estimated

$773,250 monetary   |   $199,250 product

Students in grantee programs receive on average 
6 hours of instrument instruction per week

90% of Foundation grantee programs provide
additional guidance in the form of homework help,
mentor training, and performance opportunities
– all of which are positive youth development 
strategies.

Donated972,500

315
Grantee Partners

41 US States

189 Cities

Grantees in
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In the Spring of 2020, The D’Addario Foundation’s grantees were dramatically 
impacted by school closures and social distancing due to COVID-19.  
Some programs operated by independent arts partners functioning as 
after-school initiatives were able to pivot to online learning fairly quickly 
while others that are dependent upon their local school systems were left 
without resources to establish online learning or even reach their students. 
By the summer months, the great majority of our partners who conduct 
summer programming were able to do so, albeit remotely.  

Financially, small and mid-sized arts organizations were also deeply 
affected by both loss of earned and donated revenue as well as unexpected 
increases in expenses to accommodate training and technology needed 
to shift to online or hybrid learning platforms.

Anticipating the continual safety needs of our students and programs 
as we headed into the Fall, the D’Addario Foundation adjusted our grant 
proposal process to accommodate revised applications from non-profits 
that took into account the completely new learning environment and 
addressed the current challenges COVID has imposed.  

The bottom line is that while there has certainly been an abounding 
positive response to music curriculum in the virtual learning environment, 
community music programs are struggling with retaining the number of 
students they once served. The communal element many of our programs 
hold as a critical component of their work is missing and that absence will 
unfortunately result in many consequences.  If this limitation persists, it will 
be difficult for some of these wonderful programs to stay afloat.  However, 
we would like to focus on the positive and inspirational work we have seen 
thus far in this crisis.

2020 Outlook

“Despite these challenges, within two weeks 100% of NPF’s on-
campus strings programming as well as programs across 22 schools 
successfully made the transition to distance learning, impacting a total 
of 1,350 students. Interestingly, throughout the pandemic our teachers 
have been instructing students from across the country as well as South 
Korea and Japan. Not only did NPF instruction transcend geographical 
barriers, but private instruction was extended an extra month through 
the end of June at the request of many of our parents.  In addition, staff 
successfully mounted a three-day virtual recital this May, providing our 
students the opportunity to showcase their progress.”

Incredible stories of transition“

ASCAP Foundation Summer Guitar Program

— The Noel Pointer Foundation
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“
Student participation in virtual  music instruction was better than 
expected, and in general, the online learning experience has been 
well-received.  Many of those that were able to conduct virtual lessons 
reported that students were accelerating through the curriculum, 
perhaps because they had more time to practice. 

Programs able to effectively transition to different learning mediums     
in order to continue to bring quality instruction to their constituency.

Programs able to cooperate with their local school districts to continue 
to apply music instruction in online and hybrid models. 

Programs that created additional learning opportunities for their 
students such as camps, master classes, and global exchanges with 
students around the world.

Programs that went door to door checking in with their students and 
providing resources such as tuned instruments and technology in 
order for students to participate.

Programs able to adjust their curriculum from ensemble based to 
online music theory or other alternatives while also providing individual 
lessons. 

Programs with sound operating budgets making it possible to weather 
the storm.

In 2020, support was provided to:

Merit School of Music

“An upside to this virtual format is that it allows us to reach approximately 
200 students—nearly triple the number of students who normally participate 
in Simply Strings each year. We also see this as an opportunity to inspire 
more students to join our in-person program once we return to normal.”

Programs reach more students

— Santa Rosa Symphony Association’s 	
     Simply Strings Program



22 23

“Instead of a snack since we are not in-person, we are using our snack 
budget to provide grocery gift cards to a widely available discount grocery 
store in Toronto to families so our students can continue to access healthy 
food. In lieu of community concerts, our students have worked on music 
videos that have been compiled with each of them singing or playing their 
instrument and then the music is put together.”

Programs developing innovative ways to 
assist the new needs of their community“

Sistema Toronto

— Sistema Toronto

“Students hosted several 
‘breaking bread’ virtual 
moments where together 
they shared culture over 
traditional Kenyan dishes with 
international music students 
from Kenya.”

“
Programs connect students 
with others from all over the 
globe

— Chicago Sinfonietta
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Sistema Toronto

“We held an eight-week, daily, virtual summer camp for more than 100 
students.  We also announced the creation of our first year-long series 
of recorded lessons that we will make available to all elementary school 
students, entirely free of charge. The series, to consist of 30 lessons, 30 
minutes in length, will be rolled out once a week beginning in October 
and will provide students with access to fundamentals in music theory, 
music appreciation, and music making. Each lesson will also feature one 
or more prominent artists, including NY Philharmonic Principal Clarinet 
Anthony McGill, violinist Joshua Bell, soprano Larisa Martinez, Emmy 
Award-winning composer Jeff Beal, Hollywood Bowl conductor Thomas 
Wilkins, and the quintet Imani Winds, among many others. Our goal is to 
use this moment to explore new avenues of engagement and scale our 
efforts to reach additional students when and where they need us most.”

Adding new components to their programming“

—Harmony Program NYC

“The Omaha Conservatory 
of Music has been able to 
continue our String Sprouts 
program with a combination of 
in-person and virtual lessons. 
In western Nebraska, we have 
been able to provide in-person 
lessons practicing social 
distancing due to very low 
Covid infections in that part of 
the state. In the Omaha metro, 
we have pivoted to virtual 
lessons for all students except 
those classes which occur on 
our campus. Our in-person 
classes have been reduced 
from 15 to 10 students each 
in order to allow for social 
distancing. We fully expect 
to go to all in-person classes 
before the end of the year and 
as soon as schools reopen for 
class.

“
Programs effectively executing 
in-person learning safely

—Omaha Conservatory of Music
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Thanks to a generous donation from the Rita & Herbert Z . Gold 
Charitable Trust ,  in 2019 the D’Addario Foundation established 
the  C olle ge  As s ista nc e  S c hola rs hip  Pro gra m .  This  sc hola rs hip 
is awarded to students who have dedicated themselves for many 
years to their community music programs, and is designed to further 
nurture their educational development by helping pay for college. 

In 2019 and 2020, D’Addario Foundation College Scholarships 
w e r e  a w a r d e d  to  te n  s t u d e n t s  e a c h  ye a r  w h o  p a r t i c i p a te d  i n 
robust instrument instruction programs across the country. These 
twenty students total – sixteen of them being the first generation 
in their family to attend college – are supported for four years with 
a scholarship that helps cover college expenses such as books , 
transportation, and food.

College Scholarship 
Program

AVERAGE PARTICIPATION 
IN MUSIC PROGRAMS

DIFFERENT INSTRUMENTS 
PLAYED

FIRST-GENERATION 
COLLEGE STUDENTS

2020 Foundation 
Scholarship Recipients

7 YEARS 16

11

2019 Foundation 
Scholarship Recipients

Angelis Lugo  •  Asia Palmer  •  Daneyra 
Mejia  •  Ethan Chrzanowski  •  Ivana Avila

Kyle Tennyson  •  MaryBeth Perez Castano  
Matthew Lewis  •  Sophia Radford  • Tom Cooke
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Enriching Lives through Music
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Now in its 7th year of operation, the D’Addario Foundation’s direct 

service El Sistema-inspired lesson program was established for two 

reasons: to create a program that supports students in need in our 

local community, and to acquire a deeper knowledge & empathy for the 

similar initiatives we support as grant-makers. Running this program not 

only enriches our ability to identify programs with the greatest potential, 

but also teaches us more effective ways to support our partners. 

One of the most exciting new developments for Ascenté in 2019 is 

welcoming a new generation of students in grades 1 through 6. This new 

program named “Prelude Beginner Strings” provides children with their 

first exposure to stringed instruments & instruction at no cost. Each 

child is gifted a violin, viola, cello, or bass, and receives high-quality 

instruction multiple days per week.

In addition to providing free instruments and robust instruction, 

one of our main objectives for Ascenté is to build a strong, supportive 

community – a family – where students can grow & learn with one another 

and their teachers for as many years as possible. One of the ways we 

build upon this commitment is encouraging our older students to act 

as peer mentors for the new generation. Along with their own private 

lessons & rehearsals which total around 4 hours per week, many of the 

older students act as teaching assistants in the new students’ classes.

Ascenté Chamber 
Orchestra

Ascenté student Victoria with Gustavo Dudamel
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Staff:

Kelly Flynn - Program Administrator 

& Educational Director

Stacy Szabo - Teacher

Tommy Wu - Teacher

In early March of 2020, the Ascenté staff quickly 

shifted to bring lessons & ensemble practice 

online instead of meeting at the D’Addario facilities 

in-person, and programming continued virtually 

throughout the remainder of the academic year. In 

addition to Ascenté’s own 4-week summer camp, 

students were invited to participate in Metropolitan 

Youth Orchestra’s SummerFest and El Sistema 

USA’s Northeastern Seminario - all of which were 

conducted online.

4+ Hours
per week of  instruction

Hold leadership roles at school

Earned full scholarships to attend 
Interlochen Summer Camp

Received perfect scores at NYSSMA

Attended 2019 El Sistema Seminario at 
Princeton with Gustavo Dudamel

Prelude student, Angela
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Girls Write Nashville
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Strategic
Partnerships
G i r l s  I n  M u s i c

T h e  D ’Ad d a ri o  Fo u n d ati o n’s  G i rl s  I n  M u s i c  I n it i ati ve  p rov i d e s 
young women with the resources & encouragement they need to 
stu d y  m u s i c ,  a s  we l l  a s  th e  s u p p o r t  n e e d e d  fo r  th e i r  p e r s o n a l  & 
p rofe s s i o n a l  g row t h .  T h i s  i n i t i at i ve  n ot  o n l y  s e r ve s  to  m ot i vate 
g i r l s  t o  c o n t i n u e  p l a y i n g ,  b u t  a l s o  n u r t u r e s  t h e m  t h r o u g h o u t 
t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  j o u r n e y s .  F u n d i n g  f o r  t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  g o e s 
t o w a r d s  s c h o l a r s h i p s  s u c h  a s  t h e  n e w l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  Wo m e n 
I n  G u i t a r  S c h o l a r s h i p  f r o m  t h e  M u s i c i a n s  I n s t i t u t e . 

S i n c e  2 0 1 8 ,  t h e  D ’A d d a r i o  F o u n d a t i o n  h a s  p a r t n e r e d  w i t h 
G u i t a r  C e n t e r  o n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Wo m e n ’s  D a y  ( M a r c h  8 t h )  t o 
r a i s e  f u n d i n g  a n d  a wa re n e s s  s u r ro u n d i n g  t h e  a d va n c e m e n t  of 
g i r l s  i n  m u s i c .  I n  2 0 1 9  a n d  2 0 2 0 ,  a  c o m b i n e d  $ 7 8 K+  wa s  ra i s e d 
t o w a r d s  t h e  G i r l s  I n  M u s i c  I n i t i a t i v e  w i t h  ke y  i n f l u e n c e r s  l i ke 
N i t a  S t r a u s s  a n d  D a v i d  D u c h o v n y  h e l p i n g  g a r n e r  s u p p o r t 
o n  s o c i a l  m e d i a . 

Musicians Institute Scholarship Winner
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Heartstring Jewelry

T h e  D ’A d d a r i o  Fo u n d a t i o n ,  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  C a n a d i a n 
l u x u r y  b r a n d  H e a r t s t r i n g s  J e w e l r y,  i s  e l e v a t i n g  q u a l i t y  o f  l i fe 
t h r o u g h  a c c e s s  t o  m u s i c .  1 0 0 %  o f  t h e  p r o c e e d s  f r o m  e a c h 
E l e v a t e  N e c k l a c e  g o e s  t o w a r d s  f i n a n c i n g  c o m m u n i t y  m u s i c 
p ro g ra m s  i n  a re a s  of  n e e d . 

T h e  E l evate  N e c k l a c e  i s  a  c u sto m  c re at i o n  t h at  t ra n s fo r m s 
reti re d  g u it a r  stri n g s  i nto  a  stu n n i n g ,  h a n d c raf te d  ste rl i n g  s i l ve r 
p e n d a n t  w r a p p e d  w i t h  a c o u s t i c  o r  e l e c t r i c  g u i t a r  s t r i n g s  a n d 
e n grave d  w ith  th e  D ’Ad d a ri o  Fo un d ati o n’s  sy m b o l  of  c o m m u n it y 
s u p p o r t .  T h e  p e n d a nt  i s  s et  a g a i n st  a  f i n e ,  a d j u st a b l e  ste r l i n g 
s i l ve r  c h a i n .

Th e E levate N ec kl ace. 
Pu rc h ase wit h Pu rp ose.
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Thank you to our instrument donors

Te r r a c y c l e

I n  2 0 1 6 ,  D ’A d d a r i o  &  C o m p a n y  e m b a r ke d  o n  a n  i n n o v a t i v e 
v e n t u r e  w i t h  Te r r a c y c l e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  r e c y c l i n g  o f  u s e d 
i n str u m e nt  str i n g s .  T h at  p ro g ra m  h a s  g row n  c o n s i d e ra b l y  w i th 
o v e r  5 . 5  m i l l i o n  s t r i n g s  r e c y c l e d  t o  d a t e .  

 Fo r  e v e r y  0 . 2 5  p o u n d s  o f  r e c y c l e d  i n s t r u m e n t  s t r i n g s  s e n t 
t o  Te r r a c y c l e ,  t h e y  d o n a t e  $ 1  t o  t h e  D ’A d d a r i o  F o u n d a t i o n . 
S i n c e  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n  d o n a t i o n  o p t i o n  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e 
P l a y b a c k  p r o g r a m ,  m o r e  t h a n  $ 3 0 , 0 0 0  h a s  b e e n  d o n a t e d  t o 
s u p p o r t  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  h i g h - q u a l i t y  m u s i c  e d u c a t i o n 
a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  &  b e y o n d .

I n  2 0 1 9  a n d  2 0 2 0 ,  $ 6 , 4 4 0  wa s  c o nt r i b u te d  to  t h e  D ’A d d a r i o 
F o u n d a t i o n  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  Te r r a c y c l e  p o i n t s  b e i n g  r e d e e m e d 
f o r  d o n a t i o n s .

E x a m p l e s  o f  r e c e n t  d o n a t i o n s

•  4  p a ll ets  of  wo o d w i n d  re e d s  w ith  o l d  p ac kag i n g  fro m  D ’Ad d a ri o 
Wo o d w i n d s  f a c i l i t y 

•  A s c e n t é  v i o l i n  s t r i n g  b e t a  s a m p l e s

•  P r o d u c t s  u s e d  a s  d i s p l a y s  a t  N A M M  2 0 1 9

•  2 0  a c o u s t i c  D ’A n g e l i c o  B - s t o c k  g u i t a r s

•  V i o l i n  d o n a t i o n s  f r o m  D ’A d d a r i o  O r c h e s t r a l  c l i n i c i a n s

P r o d u c t  &  I n s t r u m e n t  D o n a t i o n  P a r t n e r s h i p s

T h e  D ’A d d a r i o  F o u n d a t i o n  h a s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  o f f e r  e x t r a 
a c c e s s o r i e s  a n d  i n s t r u m e n t s  a s  a  re s u l t  of  D ’A d d a r i o  &  C o m p a ny 
a n d  o u r  p a r t n e r s  g e n e r o u s l y  d o n a t i n g  t h i s  p r o d u c t  t o  u s  t o  t h e n 
d i s t r i b u t e  t o  o u r  n e t w o r k  o f  g r a n t e e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  M o s t  o f  o u r 
g r a n t e e s  h a v e  a  c o n t i n u o u s  n e e d  f o r  a c c e s s o r i e s  &  i n s t r u m e n t s 
fo r  th e i r  stu d e nts  a n d  we  a re  d e d i c ate d  to  h e l p i n g  th e m  fu lfi l  th o s e 
n e e d s  b e y o n d  o u r  f o r m a l  m o n e t a r y  a n d  i n - k i n d  g r a n t  o f f e r i n g s . 
We  a r e  a b l e  t o  d o  s o  i n  a  n u m b e r  o f  w a y s .

•  D o n a t i n g  c l o s e o u t  p r o d u c t  f r o m  D ’A d d a r i o  &  C o m p a n y  t h a t 
c a n  o t h e r w i s e  n o t  b e  s o l d

•  R e d i r e c t i n g  i n s t r u m e n t  d o n a t i o n s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  t o 
t h e  D ’A d d a r i o  F o u n d a t i o n  b y  i n d i v i d u a l  d o n o r s  o r  o u r  p a r t n e r s

•  C o n n e c t i n g  o u r  g r a n t e e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i t h  c o n t a c t s  a t  o u r 
p a r t n e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s u c h  a s :  H u n g r y  f o r  M u s i c ,  G u i t a r s  4 
G i f t s ,  R ev e r b  G i v e s ,  a n d  t h e  G u i t a r  C e n t e r  M u s i c  Fo u n d a t i o n
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From Drumhead 
to Face Shield

I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  c r i t i c a l  n e e d  f o r  p e r s o n a l  p r o t e c t i v e 
e q u i p m e n t ,  D ’A d d a r i o  a n d  C o m p a n y  e m b a r ke d  o n  a  m i s s i o n 
t o  u s e  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  g l o b a l  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e 
C OV I D -1 9  C r i s i s .  E n g i n e e r s  fa b r i c ate d  p rote c t i ve  fa c e  s h i e l d s 
us in g  th e  c lea r  fi lm  fro m  Eva ns  G 2  drum h eads .   A  p rotot yp e  wa s 
c re ate d  i n  3  d ays  a n d  F DA  a p p rova l  s o o n  fo l l owe d .   T h o u s a n d s 
o f  f a c e  s h i e l d s  w e r e  d o n a t e d  t o  f r o n t - l i n e  w o r ke r s  f i r s t  a n d 
t o  D ’A d d a r i o  F o u n d a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  n e x t .

A s  o f  t o d a y  o v e r  3 9 0  f a c e  s h i e l d s  h a v e  b e e n  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o 
c o m m u n i t y  m u s i c  p r o g r a m s  w i t h  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  m a n y 
m o r e  s h i e l d s  w i l l  b e  n e e d e d  a s  p r o g r a m s  t r a n s i t i o n  b a c k  t o 
i n - p e r s o n  l e a r n i n g .

“A huge thank you to our partner, 

D’Addario Foundation, for these 

cool face shields! Our students 

really like them and we will be 

handing them out to our families 

& friends around the community. 

We’re always thinking ‘safety first’ 

as part of our commitment to make 

our program a safe & welcoming 

environment. We feel humbled & 

very appreciative of this kind gift.”

“

—Luis Sanchez, Executive Director 

& Founder, Guitars Antiqua Music 

Program
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S t u d y  F i n d i n g s  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 0

•  W i n d  i n s t r u m e n t s  a n d  s i n g i n g  p r o d u c e  a e r o s o l ,  w h i c h  v a r y 
b y  i n s t r u m e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  i n t e n s i t y .  T h e  p r o d u c e d  a e r o s o l 
a m o u n t  i s ,  o n  a ve r a g e ,  s i m i l a r  a c ro s s  a l l  i n s t r u m e n t  t y p e s  a n d 
s i n g i n g  w i t h  t h e  e xc e p t i o n  o f  t h e  o b o e .  M o s t  a e r o s o l  i s  b e i n g 
e x p e l l e d  f r o m  t h e  b e l l  o f  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s  a n d  f r o m  t h e  m o u t h 
o f  t h e  p e r f o r m e r s .

•  A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  i f  p l a y e r s  w e a r  s u r g i c a l  s t y l e 
m a s k s  w i t h  a  s l i t  f o r  m o u t h p i e c e  A N D  b e l l  c o v e r s ,  a e r o s o l 
e m i s s i o n  i s  r e d u c e d  b e t w e e n  6 0 %  a n d  9 0 % . 

•  F l u te s  a n d  re c o rd e r s  c re ate  a  m i n i m a l  a m o u nt  of  a e ro s o l  a n d 
i t  i s  r e c o m m e n d e d  t o  p l a y  f l u t e  w i t h  t h e  h e a d j o i n t  b e t w e e n 
t h e i r  m o u t h  a n d  m a s k  .  R e c o r d e r  s h o u l d  u s e  t h e  s l i t t e d  m a s k 
u s e d  w i t h  w o o d w i n d s .  B o t h  t h e  f l u te  a n d  r e c o r d e r  s h o u l d  u s e 
a  c l o t h  “ m a s k ”  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  b a r r e l . 

•  B e l l  c o v e r s  fo r  w o o d w i n d s  a n d  b r a s s  s h o u l d  b e  m a d e  w i t h  a 
m u lt i - l aye r  c ove r  w i th  th e  c e nte r  l aye r  b e i n g  m a d e  of  M E R V-1 3 
fi lte r  m ate ri a l ,  o r  a  3 - l aye r  s u rg i c a l  st y l e  m a s k  u s i n g  a  st a n d a rd 
s u c h  a s  G B / T 3 2 3 1 0 . 

•  P l e x i g l a s s  p a r t i t i o n s  o r  b a r r i e r s  b e t w e e n  m u s i c i a n s  a r e  n o t 
r e c o m m e n d e d  d u e  t o  r o o m  H VAC  s y s t e m  d e s i g n  l i m i t a t i o n s . 
“ D e a d  z o n e s ”  o r  a r e a s  w h e r e  a e r o s o l  c a n  b u i l d - u p  a r e  a 
c o n c e r n  o f  p l e x i g l a s s  p a r t i t i o n s  a r e  u s e d . 

•  G e n e ra l  p ro c e d u re s  -  M a s ks  m u st  b e  wo r n  at  a l l  t i m e s .  M u l t i -
l a y e r e d  b e l l  c o v e r s  m u s t  b e  u s e d  b y  a l l  w i n d  i n s t r u m e n t s .  
C D C  g u i d e l i n e s  fo r  s o c i a l  d i s t a n c i n g  o f  6 x 6  fe e t ,  w i t h  9 x 6  fo r 
t r o m b o n e  p l a y e r s .  I n d o o r s  l i m i t e d  t o  3 0  m i n u t e s  f o l l o w e d  b y 
a  m i n i m u m  o f  o n e  a i r  exc h a n g e  r a te  ( AC H ),  p r e fe r a b l y  3  AC H , 
t o  c h a n g e  t h e  a i r  i n d o o r s  w i t h  o u t s i d e  a i r.  I n c r e a s e  A C H  t o 
H VA C  m a x i m u m ,  a d d  H E PA  F i l t r a t i o n  d e s i g n e d  f o r  t h e  s i z e 
o f  t h e  r o o m .  P r a c t i c e  g o o d  h y g i e n e  b y  w a s h i n g  h a n d s ,  u s i n g 
s a n i t i z e r s ,  a n d  p r e v e n t i n g  u n c o n t r o l l e d  s p i t  v a l v e  r e l e a s e .

C OV I D -1 9  A e r o s o l  S t u d y

C o m m i s s i o n e d  b y  N a t i o n a l  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  S t a t e  H i g h  S c h o o l 
As s o c i ati o n s  a n d  p e r fo rm in g  a r ts  o rg a n iz ati o n s  ac ro s s  th e  U . S .

T h e  D ’A d d a r i o  Fo u n d a t i o n  i s  p r o u d  to  h a v e  j o i n e d  fo r c e s  w i t h 
l i ke - m i n d e d  p e r fo r m i n g  a r t s  o r g a n iz at i o n s  a ro u n d  t h e  c o u nt r y 
t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  o f  t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e ,  w h i c h  s t u d i e s 
t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  C O V I D -1 9  a e r o s o l  t r a n s m i s s i o n  i n  p e r f o r m i n g 
a r t s  p e r f o r m a n c e  s e t t i n g s .  T h i s  e f f o r t  i s  a  d u p l i c a t e  s t u d y 
a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B o u l d e r  a n d  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M a r y l a n d  a n d 
t e s t s  h o w  a e r o s o l s  c a n  s p r e a d  f r o m  b r a s s  a n d  w o o d w i n d 
i n s t r u m e n t s ,  t h e  f o u r  v o c a l  r a n g e s ,  t h e a t r i c a l  s p e e c h ,  a n d 
a e ro b i c  b re at h i n g .   T h e  re s u l t s  of  t h i s  s t u d y  w i l l  h e l p  e s t a b l i s h 
t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p r o to c o l s  a n d  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  to  a l l o w  p e o p l e  to 
s a f e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s .  

“A e r o s o l  g e n e r a t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  h a v e  t h e  p o te n t i a l  to  t r a n s m i t 
C O V I D  a s  t h e  r e s e a r c h  s h o w s ,  b u t  w e  h a v e  v e r y  l i t t l e  d a t a  o n 
w h at  k i n d s  of  g e n e rati o n  h a p p e n  w h e n  p l ay i n g  i n str u m e nts .    We 
w i l l  b e  s t u d y i n g  t h i s  p h e n o m e n o n  i n  o u r  a e r o s o l  l a b o r a t o r y  a t 
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C o l o r a d o  B o u l d e r  a n d  w i t h  t h i s  d a t a ,  w i l l  b e 
a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  b e t t e r  e v i d e n c e - b a s e d  g u i d a n c e .”

“
—Dr. Shelly Miller, UC
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CSO Nouveau
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Back 2 School
O n  S a t u r d a y,  N o v e m b e r  2 n d  w e  w e n t  B a c k  2  S c h o o l  a t 

t h e  P a l a c e  T h e a t r e  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s  f o r  a n  u n f o r g e t t a b l e 
b e n e f i t  e v e n t .  I n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  T h e  B l u e g r a s s  S i t u a t i o n 
a n d  K e n s i n g t o n  P r e s e n t s ,  t h e  D ’A d d a r i o  F o u n d a t i o n  h o s t e d 
a  s t e l l a r  c a s t  o f  m u s i c i a n s  &  c o m e d i a n s  t h a t  t o o k  t h e  s t a g e 
t o  h e l p  r a i s e  f u n d s  t o  s u p p o r t  b r i n g i n g  m u s i c  e d u c a t i o n  b a c k 
t o  s c h o o l s  &  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  u n d e r s e r v e d  a r e a s .

A r t i s t s :

T h e  Wa t k i n s  Fa m i l y  H o u r  &  M i ke  V i o l a  -  H o u s e  B a n d   •    M a n d y 
M o o r e   •    J i m  J a m e s   •   J o h n  C .  R e i l l y   •   L P   •   L a n g h o r n e  S l i m   •  
G a r f u n ke l  &  O a t e s   •   B l a ke  M i l l s   •   D a v i d  G a r z a

T h a n k  Yo u  t o  o u r  S p o n s o r s :

G u i t a r  C e n t e r  ( H e a d l i n e  S p o n s o r)

S w e e t w a t e r   •   Te r r a c y c l e   •   P o p u l a r  P r o d u c t i o n s   •   D ’A n g e l i c o  
Q u i n l a n  &  Fa b i s h   •   G a l l a g h e r  I n s u r a n c e

51Mandy Moore
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Langhorne SlimJohn C. Reilly
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El Ballet Folklorico - Mariachi Music Program

When I learned about the 
D’Addario Foundation 
and what it was doing for 
kids, I so much wanted to 
get involved & contribute 
in some way. I feel very 
passionate about helping 
give access to instruments 
& music to children who 
don’t have it.

“

— Ralph Hernandez, Donor

Thank you to our generous supporters that help us fulfil this mission.

2019–2020 Donors
100% of every dollar donated to the D’Addario Foundation 
goes towards helping us make music education accessible 
for children across the country and beyond.
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Donors
$10,000 +

John D’Addario Jr.

Anthony Killough

Rita and Herbert Z. Gold 

Charitable Trust

Guitar Center

Jim D’Addario

Robert Ulrich & Diane Sillik

$1,000 – $9,999

Terracycle

The Central National Gottesman 

Foundation

Martin Cohen

Lamond Family Fund - NAMM 

Foundation

Matricaria Family Foundation

Pamela & Laurence Tarica Family 

Foundation

Sebonack GC

Sweetwater Sound, Inc

Treiber Family Foundation

Colin Hodgson

William & Munja Orzolek 

Foundation

Popular Productions / Doron Ofir 

Casting

Martin Guitar Charitable 

Foundation

Abraham Lerner

Psychostick LLC

Forchelli, Deegan, Terrana LLP

Ralph Hernandez

Amaden Gay Agency

Arthur J. Gallagher

D’Angelico Guitars

Quinlan and Fabish

Sam Ash Music

Jason Whittet

Leor Ram

$100 – $999

Gizmo Castaneda

Jonathan Haile

Jonathan Turitz

Michael McClellan

Emma Watkins

Kenneth Bakst

Regina Fitzpatrick

Brian Bethke

Carney Tiger Krell & Pacheco

Richard Giannotti

Rick Sara

Victory Display

Sherina Hagen

Nicole Montgomery

Linda Mose

Karen Broberg

Ilaria Di Franco

Gerri Retman

Brenton McClure

Ashley Migliaro

David Sholemson

Wickham Road Music

Paul Knapp

David Oshinsky

Jackie Moran

Edward Baney

Winston Strawn LLP

Peter Vlastelica

Peter Leak

Pat Zerbo

Aulson Inlay

Tina Nimitz

TimPat McRaven

Mindy Pfeiffer

Lora Royster

Laura Turek

Jonathan Drubner

Hortensia Magaña-Berry

Eric Cardinal

Eleinis Avila-Lovera

Doron Ofir

Bradley Holtzman

Ann Ducharme

Angeline Huang

Jennifer Raymond

Tony Caliendo

Ralph Frank

Michael Gurian

Kristi Hughes

Ilse Janahí

Helen Pisani

Donna Eck

Alesya Krauchunas

David Shorey

X-Philanthropy

Harry Benson

Fredda Herz Brown

Richard Chiafolo

Ken Dean

Andrea Freedman

Maya Gunji

William Lodise

James Morris

Therese Cox

Susan Hargrove

Summer Paul

Sam Littenberg-Weisberg

Oscar Cordoba

Margaret Martin

lee ann jarvis

Laura Ramos

Kristy Timpone

Kathryn Collins

Jason Doherty

Eddie Enriquez

Devon Phillips

David Hurwitz

Daniel Madison

Benjamin Shapiro

Ann Leslie Uzdavinis

Andrew Morrow

Amy Glenn

Patricia Coppola

John D’Addario III

Tortorici Household

Michael Hughes

Francis Sarnie

Chris Griffiths

Natalie Morrison

Tom Stack

Spencer Hunt

Elizabeth Gunton-Bunn

Matthew Maher

Walter Zooi

Thomas Skapars

Stephen Polonchak

Stephanie Fishbein

Patrick Sutton

Micheal Murphy

Mark Maziarz

Marissa Langhoff

Lilit Osikyan

Leticia Martinez

Kathy Campitelli

Jessica Laughlin

Janis Hetherington

Farley Ziegler

Erin Toerner

Douglas Bostrand

Deborah Lotz

Danielle Towne

Christopher Sifuentes

Christine Donovan

Catherine Papoutsis

Anita Idiculla

Amy Erickson

Adam Nee

James Blakeney

Jeffrey Hoffman

Miranda Sherman

Dawn Olsen

George Martin

Harris Becker

Dan Borgman

John Boyt

Christian Carrington

Michael Harris

Jeffrey Head

Ronald Hoffman

Christina Montgomery

Mitzi Pratt

Julianne Quinn

Nick Rail
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Tom Rees

Janice Scutaro

Lou Segale

Serenade Duo

Luke Uithoven

Moises Zamora

Shannon Larsen

Rebekah Lewis

Phillip Mulholland

Philip Brown

Patricia Madamba

Maxwell Schad

Margarita Labik

Laurie Koerber

Lauren Tizabi

Lauren England

Kimberly Reed

Kimball Coburn

Keiko McNamara

Karen Levy

Justin Shearer

Julie Duty

Jordan Hudson

Jodie Larivee

Jennifer Salvo

James Bandy

Eric Hart

Claudia Guevara

Carter Kendall

Cameron Chase

Bryan Cashman

Aviv Sheriff

Arman Fuladvand

Amy Hodge

Alina Riabinina

$1 – $99

Wyatt Manley

Sonia Ertola

Loretta Munoz

Katrina Cerio

Gregory Isaac

Don Riddle

Kelly Flynn

Tom Viola

Lorena Salinas

Laila Bengharsa

Jason Taylor

Callie Hernandez

Catherine Glinski 

Pamela Beth Huekerott

Michelangelo Corrente

Debbie Neigher

Erin Allen

Baker Rorick

Rose Bongiovanni

Kenneth Bonnell

Lisa Canning

Janeen Coyle

Philippe Willems

Scott Gillespie

Erin Goodrich

Roman Khmelichek

Barbara Mignano

Jahzeel Montes

Luke Pearse

Gregory Pierson

Sarah Shelton

Jesse Siegel

Andrew Sovich

Brent Studer

Don Sumwalt

Rick VanMatre

Ben Verdery

Daniel Williams

Bill Young

Todd Roberts

Suzanne Davis

Robert Lovelace

Olya Lvova

Maria Marquez

Kenneth Laycock

Jenn Kruza

Igor Mariyenko

Gerard Perez

Emily Kollars

Elizabeth Wells

Debbie Nardozzi

Adrienne Roegiers

Mimi Do

Erin Fahrenkrog Sheehan

Bobby Morris

Kuris Keber

Caroline Poole

Suzanne D’Addario Brouder

William Knight

Serg Da Vila

Jane Riley

Crystal Wolfram

Chadley Ballantyne

Ronald Bartleet

Steve Cole

Kristin Genovese

Ellie Gunn

Danise Hall

Marshall Mabie

Bill Martin

Habboba Musa

Erin Peltzman

Natalie Steele

Jean Lachowicz

Nick Uliano

Gloria Yang

Cara Dolan

Mathieu Young

Anthony Absy

Tracey Cooper

Laurence Cubeta

Koushik Dasika

Penny Evans

Ian Ferguson

Ian Fischer

Mark Garbutt

Joy Grimsley

Luis Sanchez

Cassandra Lynn

Justin Morhardt

David Murray

Jerry Pentecost

Alan Reynaga

Tori Rumpf

Theresa Slemp

Josh Sodikoff

Susan Straus

Paul White

Swati Khanna

El Sistema Colorado

Christina Francy

Ember Miller

Mark Barrett

Suzanne Bernard

David Bowen

Christopher Brent

Ronald Fleming

Michael Halpern

Debra Licato-Meiman

Andrew O’C

David Oddone

Blaise Parker

Gerard Rohlf

Elisabeth Stimpert

Carissa Taroli

Franziska Vierthaler

Giulio Bizzari

Jerome Escande

Jim Allen

William Dyas

Phyllis Kaye

Lorrie Murray

In-Kind Donors

D’Angelico Guitars

Rozanna Violins

Chris Scialfa

Shima Ukulele

YOSL has grown so much since 
its founding in 2013 and has made 

a real difference in the lives of 
young people in our community.  
The D’Addario Foundation was 

an early and consistent supporter 
for which we and the many YOSL 

students are grateful. 

— Alicia Benoist, Youth 

Orchestra of St. Luke’s

“
“
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She Rocks Awards
She Rocks Awarded to Executive Director, 
Suzanne D’Addario Brouder

Press 2019–2020

Received the 2019 Music & Sound
Retailer’s Community Service
Award for 6th consecutive year 

Guitar Center Holiday Book

Billboard Magazine

2020 Long Island Business News
Best Philanthropic Organization Finalist

Back 2 School 
D’Addario Foundation featured in Time Out LA, Do LA, LA Record, GRAMMY’S

International Women’s Day 
D’Addario Foundation featured in NBC LA and USA Today
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The global pandemic has amplified the importance of an education 

r i c h  w i t h  c r e a t i v e  o u t l e t s ,  e n g a g i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  s e n s i t i v e 

approaches .  We are more determined than ever to ensure that as 

many school age children as possible have access to music in their 

educ ational  journey.   We are committed to shif ting our evaluative 

a p p ro a c h  a n d  fu lf i l l m e nt  of  n e e d s  a s  n e c e s s a r y  to  c o nti n u e  to 

s u p p o r t  th e  i m p a ct fu l  wo rk  of  o u r  c o m m u n it y  p a r tn e r s  a l l  ove r 

the world .

Without the consistent support of our board of directors ,  advisors 

a n d  g e n e ro u s  d o n o r s ,  o u r  re a c h  a n d  i m p a c t  w o u l d  b e  g re a t l y 

reduced .  Thank you for your continued loyalt y to our work .  

Thank You

Contact Our Team

Suzanne D’Addario Brouder 
Executive Director 

suzanne@daddario.com

Danielle Hall 
Administrator

danielle.hall@daddario.com

Community Music Works


